
CARLOS LYRA’S CHRONOLOGY 
THE PERFORMER 

 
1957 
- Show at the Hebraica with Sylvia Telles, Roberto Menescal and others. For this show, the social director of the 
Hebrew Club baptized the group “The Bossa-Novas”. And the name persists until today.  
 
1958 
- Shows at the Navy School and at the auditorium of “O Globo” newspaper.  
 
1959  
- Show at PUC with Oscar Castro Neves and Juca Chaves, among others.  
 
1960  
– Cameo appearance in the J.B. Tanco film, Pistoleiro Bossa Nova, performing Maria Ninguém.  
- Records Maria Ninguém in a 45-rpm compact (Philips), as part of the soundtrack for the film Pistoleiro Bossa Nova.  
 
1961  
- Tours throughout the northeast of Brazil with Teatro de Arena, a theatre group from São Paulo.  
 
1962  
– Bossa Nova Concert at Carnegie Hall in New York on November 21st together with Tom Jobim, João Gilberto, Roberto 
Menescal, Sérgio Mendes, the Oscar Castro Neves Trio. Carlos Lyra presents his “Influência do Jazz”. An instrumental 
version of the same song is performed by Sérgio Mendes and his group.  
– Concert at the George Washington Auditorium, Washington, D.C.  
 
1963 
- Assumes as Musical Director for the Rádio Nacional, where he remains until the military coup in 1964.  
 
1964  
- Travels to the U.S. and appears with Stan Getz at the Newport Jazz Festival. 
- Appears in the musical “Pobre Menina Rica” at the Teatro Maison de France in Rio, together with Nara Leão and 
Napoleão Muniz Freire.  
- Appears in the musical “Pobre Menina Rica” at the Teatro de Bolso Aurimar Rocha, in Rio, together with Cléa Simões, 
Noriel Vilela, Milton Gonçalves, Ary Toledo, Roberto de Cleto, Vera Gertel and Antônio Adolfo’s “Trio em 3D”.  
 
1965  
- Appearances in Brazil, Canada, Japan and the Newport Jazz Festival as feature performer for the Stan Getz band.  
 
1966  
- Travels to Mexico, performing in concerts with Stan Getz. 
 
1667  
- Stars in Bossa Nova Concert, an open-air performance at Chapultepec Park for an audience of 6,000 , accompanied 
by Jazztet.  
 
1968  
- Writes scores for twenty short films, elaborates and narrates innumerous texts for same in Mexico prior to the ’68 
Olympic Games.  
- "Pobre Menina Rica" is translated into Spanish by writers Gabriel Garcia Marques and Francisco Cervantes, and 
produced in Mexico City. The cast includes Carlos Lyra (in the role of the Beggar Poet), Leny Andrade, Marly Tavares, 
and the Bossa Três Trio (Luis Carlos Vinhas, Rony Mesquita and Otávio Bailey).  
 
1969  
- The musical “Pobre Menina Rica” (Poor Little Rich Girl Blue) is produced for Mexican television, with Kate Lyra in the 
title role.  
 
1970  
- Tours throughout Mexico and the United States.  
 
1971  
- The soap opera, “O Cafona” (Globo Network) uses two of his songs in the score: "Tudo o que eu Sou eu Dei" (written 
with Ruy Guerra and performed by Sergio Ricardo) and "Gente do Morro" (written with Vinícius de Moraes and 
performed by Carlos Lyra).  
 
1972  
- Release of the Rádio Jornal do Brasil (Continental) promo album with his live broadcast interview and the song 
"Ciúme".  
 
1973  
- Participation as an actor in the film "O Signo de Escorpião" by carlos Coimbra.  
 
1974  
- Spends two years in Los Angeles doing Primal Therapy under the supervision of Dr. Arthur Janov.  
- Studies and later teaches at the Sidereal School of Astrology in Los Angeles.  
 
1977  
- Records his “Cara Bonita”for the Nara Leão album, "Meus Amigos São um Barato" (Philips).  
 



1978  
- His show E no entanto é preciso cantar opens at the Teatro da Lagoa., Rio. 
- Appears on the album commemorating 20 Years of Bossa Nova (WEA), with his songs “Se é tarde me perdoa”, 
“Minha namorada”, “Primavera” and “Marcha da quarta-feira de cinzas”. 
 
1979  
- Participates in the Congress of the UNE, in Salvador, Bahia, directing a choir of 5000 students as they sing the UNE 
Hymn, written by Lyra and Vinícius de Moraes in 1963.  
 
1981  
- His show, E no entanto é preciso cantar, opens at the Teatro Ipanema. 
- His show, Equinócio de primavera - Solstício de verão, opens at the Teatro do Planetário – Rio de Janeiro.  
 
1983  
- His show, "25 Anos de Bossa Nova" together with Trio Tamba, opens at Tereza Raquel Theater.  
 
1984  
- The one man show, "25 Anos de Bossa Nova", opens at the Teatro dos Quatro. 
- Recital at the National Library of Congress in Washington, D.C. 
- Tapes Bar Academia special for Manchete Television with guest stars Emílio Santiago, Caetano Veloso, Jair Rodrigues, 
Alcione, Maria Creusa, Nara Leão, Tamba Trio, Lucinha Lins and Céu da boca. Presented by Walmor Chagas, directed 
by Maurício Sherman.  
 
1985  
- Show "25 Anos de Bossa Nova" opens at the Teatro Cultura Artística in São Paulo.  
 
1986  
- Appears at the Sétimo Carrefour Mondial de la Guitare in Martinique.  
- Show "25 Anos de Bossa Nova" opens at the Jazzmania – Rio de Janeiro. The live recording is released on the 3M 
label.  
 
1987  
- Appears in Spain in shows with Caetano Veloso, Toquinho and Nana Caymmi.  
 
1988  
- Appears in shows in Japan with Leila Pinheiro and the Quarteto em Cy.  
 
1989  
- Tours several states throughout Brazil with his show “25 anos de Bossa Nova”.  
 
1990  
- Tournée of Brazilian North and Northeast, Brasileirinho Project (SESC).  
- Records “Presente de Natal” for the CD Bossa Nova Wonderland on the Meldac label – Japan. 
 
1991 
- Records “O orvalho vem caindo” with Verônica Sabino and “O X do problema” with Luiz Melodia for the Noel Rosa 
Songbook for Lumiar Discos. 
- Appears in the Bossa Nova Night during the Rio Show Festival, May 29, 1991 at the RioCentr, Rio. 
- Records “Minha namorada” and “Você e eu” for the record Rio Show Festival – A Noite da Bossa Nova.  
 
1992  
- Shows in Spain with Maria Creusa, Quarteto em Cy and Gilson Peranzetta.  
- Appears at the Pescara Jazz Festival in Italy and catches up with old friends, Gerry Mulligan and Gary Burton. 
- Brief appearances in Lisbon. 
- Records “Roda” with Verônica Sabino, for the Gilberto Gil Songbook on the Lumiar Discos label.  
 
1993  
- Presentations throughout Brazil. 
- Records “Festa de rua” for the Dorival Caymmi Songbook on the Lumiar Discos label. 
- Records “Samba da benção” with Maria Creusa for the Vinícius de Moraes Songbook on the Lumiar Discos label.  
 
1994  
- Brief season in Lisbon,Portugal. 
- Shows for the release of the CD Bossalyra at the Jazzmania – Rio de Janeiro 
- Tours Brazil with show BOSSALYRA 
- Records “Samba do Carioca” with Quarteto em CY for the album Vinícius em Cy (CID).  
 
1995  
- Tours Brazil with CD “Carioca de Algema” 
- Records “Rancho das namoradas” for the Ary Barroso Songbook on the Lumiar Discos label.  
 
1996  
- Tours the Brazilian Northeast.  
- Tours Japan 
- Show “Vivendo Vinícius” at the Teatro do Quitandinha, in Petrópolis, with Leila Pinheiro, Toquinho and Baden Powell 
- Records “Coisa mais linda”, “Influência do jazz” and “Lobo bobo” for the collection – O amor, o sorriso e a flor -- on 
the Albatros label. 
- Records “Só choro quando estou feliz”, “Minha namorada”, “Se quiseres chorar” and “Pode ir” for Spala Comunicação, 
part of Tempos da Bossa Nova, distributed by Revista Caras. 



- Records “Fotografia” for the Antonio Carlos Jobim Songbook on the Lumiar Discos label. 
- Ventura Music does new release of 1968 recordings of “Se é tarde me perdoa” and “Influência do jazz” for the CD 
accompanying the book "Bossa Nova - História Som & Imagem".  
 
1997  
– Series of seven presentations of the show Vivendo Vinícius with Leila Pinheiro, Toquinho and Baden Powell 
- Show commemorating 50 Years of SESC - POMPËIA - São Paulo 
- Tour throughout Brazilian Northeast.  
- Tour in Japan, with Roberto Menescal promoting the CD “Get us Bossa Nova” (released on the Pony Canyon Records 
label). 
- Show commemorating 40 Years of Bossa Nova at Yumiuri Land in Tóquio, for 8.000 people together with Leila 
Pinheiro, Roberto Menescal, Wanda Sá, Paulo and Daniel Jobim and Astrud Gilberto, opening show with Ivan Lins and 
Joyce. 
- Show at the Tom Jobim Theatre in Assuncion, Paraguai 
- Records “Desafinado” with Wanda Sá, Roberto Menescal, Leila Pinheiro, Marcos Vale, Ivan Lins, Leny Andrade, Joyce, 
Daniel Jobim and Paulo Jobim; “Pode ir” with Leila Pinheiro, and “Bênção Bossa Nova” with Leila Pinheiro, Wanda Sá 
and Roberto Menescal for the CD commemorating 40 years of Bossa Nova, for the album Get’s Bossa Nova on the Pony 
Canyon , Japan.  
 
1998  
- “Carioca de Algema”, written with Millôr Fernandes serves as musical score for the video by Strategic Planning 
Committee for the City of Rio de Janeiro. .  
- Show “EU E A BOSSA”, at Sala Villa Lobos of the Teatro Nacional in Brasília part of the Temporada Popular Project 
sponsored by the Federal District Cultural Foundation.  
- Show “EU E A BOSSA”, at the SESC IPIRANGA in São Paulo.  
- Show Vivendo Vinícius (Lyra performs with Baden, Toquinho, Miúcha and Miele) at Tom Brasil in São Paulo 
- Show Vivendo Vinícius (Lyra performs with Baden, Toquinho, Miúcha and Miele) at the Olympia in São Paulo.  
- Show Vivendo Vinícius (Lyra performs with Baden, Toquinho, Miúcha and Miele) at the Metropolitan in Rio de Janeiro. 
- Show Benção Bossa Nova (with Menescal, Wanda Sá, Leny and the Cariocas) at the Minas Tênis Clube in Belo 
Horizonte, Minas Gerais.  
- A month of “Carlos Lyra in 40 Years of Bossa Nova” in Japan. 
- Show Vivendo Vinícius (Lyra performs with Baden, Toquinho, Miúcha and Miele) at the Ibirapuera Park in São Paulo.  
- Show Vivendo Vinícius (together with Baden, Toquinho, Miúcha and Miele) at the Teatro João Caetano, with live 
recording scheduled for release in 1999.  
- Show at the Cultural Center for the Estácio de Sá University. 
- Show – “Carlos Lyra in 40 Years of Bossa Nova”, at the Technological Center auditorium, FUNDÃO, closing a cycle of 
shows for the Project QUINTAS MUSICAIS 
- Show – “Carlos Lyra in 40 Years of Bossa Nova”, for the awards ceremony of the IPHAN at the Centro Cultural Banco 
de Brasil.  
- Show - “Eu e a Bossa” at the Teatro Gonzaguinha, Rio de Janeiro 
- Featured performer on the CD 40 Anos de Bossa Nova (Albatroz Discos label) with “Desafinado”, “Pode ir”, and 
“Bênção Bossa Nova”.  
 
1999  
- Tours in Brazil with show EU E A BOSSA 
- Tours in Brazil with the show Vivendo Vinícius 
- Featured performer in show 40 Years of Bossa Nova on Ipanema Beach, together with Caetano Veloso, Gilberto Gil, 
Leila Pinheiro, Roberto Menescal, João Donato, and others. 
- Live recording of show Vivendo Vinícius at João Caetano Theatre, Rio de Janeiro, with Carlos Lyra, Baden Powell, 
Miúcha and Toquinho. 
- Receives “Friend of Rio” diploma from Mayor Luiz Paulo Conde, an homage in recognition of his contributions to the 
transformation of the quality of life in Rio de Janeiro--on November 19th during the 8th Meeting of the City Council at 
Rio’s Modern Art Museum.  
 
2000  
- Show for the Keller Awards ceremony in Petrópolis, Rio de Janeiro.  
- Show “EU E A BOSSA” for Terças Acústicas Light Project, Rio de Janeiro 
- Interview and performance for TV NHK, Japão  
- South American tour (Argentina, Chile, Uruguay) in homage of Vinícius de Moraes.  
- Shows in São Paulo, with Roberto Menescal, Wanda Sá, Leila Pinheiro and Leny Andrade. 
- Interview and performance for Channel 4, England. 
- Featured performer in Joyce’s show, Rio de Janeiro. 
- Show for the City of Rio de Janeiro at the Metropolitan, together with Baden Powell, Quarteto Jobim & Morelenbaum, 
and Miúcha 
- Show for the ISPHAN Awards at the Palácio do Itamaraty in Brasília, D.F. 
- Records “Capelinha de melão” in Bossa Nova rhythm for CD on the Sax So Funny label to accompany the children’s 
book Músicas daqui, ritmos do mundo (Fábrica Livros e Brinquedos). 
 
2001  
- Comercial with the song Maria Moita for Telefônica of Spain 
- Comercial with the song Minha Namorada for the C&A ad campaign – Brazil 
- Show in Diamantina, MG, for the centennial celebration of President Juscelino Kubitcheck. 
- Records “Monalisa” for a CD by the POP Group, Japan (guitar and arrangements by Roberto Menescal).  
 
2002  
- Show for an institutional video for the USIMINAS Group. 
- 3 shows for the USIMINAS Group in Belo Horizonte and Ipatinga.  
 
 



2003  
- Show on Vinicius de Moraes Street (Ipanema) for more than 1.200 people celebrating the 40 years anniversary of 
Marcha da Quarta-feira de cinzas song. 
- Blue Note Tour (Nagoya, Fukuoka, Osaka and Tokyo) as Joyce’s special guest.  
 
2004 
- Show at Canecão as special guest of Toquinho, when he was recording his DVD releases by Biscoito Fino. 
- Show at Canecão, Rio de Janeiro, celebrating the 50 years anniversary of his career with special guests as Leila 
Pinheiro, Quarteto em Cy, Marcos Valle, Os Cariocas, Ivan Lins, João Donato, Emílio Santiago, Miúcha, Toni Garrido, 
Kay Lyra, Cláudio Lyra, Antonio Adolfo, Roberto Menescal and Wanda Sá. 
- Show at Mistura Fina, releasing the CD “SAMBALANÇO” 
- Show “Bossa in Concert”, at Canecão, Rio de Janeiro, celebrating 40 years of Bossa nova Concert at Carnegie Hall, 
together with João Donato, Marcos Valle, Leny Andrade, Os Cariocas, Roberto Menescal and Wanda Sá, among others.  
 
2005 
- Show at Martinus Concert Hall- Helsinki – Finland 
- Releases the TV Program “7 X Bossa Nova” at Direct TV 
- Show at Parque dos Patins – Lagoa - Rio de Janeiro, celebrating 40 years of Bossa nova Concert at Carnegie Hall, 
together with João Donato, Marcos Valle, Leny Andrade, Os Cariocas, Roberto Menescal and Wanda Sá, among others. 
- Blue Note Tour (Yokohama, Tokyo, Nagoya and Osaka) as Clementine’s special guest 
- Releases his first DVD “Carlos Lyra – 50 anos de música” (50 years of Music), by Biscoito Fino 
- Releases the film “Coisa mais Linda (This is Bossa Nova) – The history and stories” based on his and Roberto 
Menescal’ musical memories. 
- Shows in Paris, celebrating “The year of Brazil in France” 
- Records, alive, at Sala Cecília Meireles, the show celebrating the “Shell Music Award 2005” with many special guests 
as Joyce, Elton Medeiros, Marcos Valle, Luciana Rabello, Roberto Menescal, Wanda Sá, Bossacucanova, Maurício 
Maestro and his daughter Kay Lyra. 
 
2006 
- Tour in Spain, releasing his new DVD “Carlos Lyra – 50 Anos de Música” (Carlos Lyra – 50 Years of Music”). 


